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Presenters’ Information

Mary Lu Bushnell, Psy.D. is a Neuropsychologist at the Phoenix VA Health Care System, who works primarily with Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom veterans. In addition to conducting Neuropsychological Evaluations, she is also a co-developer and co-leader of the Brain Boosters Cognitive Enhancement group at the Phoenix VA. She also gives community presentations on mild Traumatic Brain Injury and PTSD as well as on the Brain Boosters group to organizations such as the Mesa and Phoenix police departments, the Phoenix Municipal Court System, American Legion, American Psychiatric Nurses and the National Guard Medical Providers. Prior to coming to the VA, Dr. Bushnell worked at a community agency, performing neuropsychological evaluations, psychotherapy, and cognitive rehabilitation.

Sally Walsh, M.S. CCC-SLP has been a speech pathologist at the Phoenix VA Health Care System since 1996.  She is currently "matrixed" to the Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom Program at the Phoenix VA, acting in the capacity of lead SLP for that program. Sally has made multiple presentations on cognitive rehabilitation. She has served in many leadership roles within VA, and was appointed to the National VA Audiology & Speech Pathology Field Advisory Council in 2009.

Alison Belkin, M.S., CCC-SLP obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in English and Speech Communications in 1992 from Syracuse University. After working for one year, she returned to school for her Masters in Communication Disorders in 1997 at Arizona State University. Her focus was on working with adults with neurologic impairments. Alison began her career as an SLP at Barrow Neurological Institute at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Phoenix. In 2001 she transitioned to a position with Rehab Without Walls as a clinical coordinator for their Home and Community Program. In 2008, she became the Program Manager for their Tucson location. Alison's career-long experience is in working with patients with acquired brain and spinal cord injuries in acute care, acute rehabilitation, and in home and community settings. She has training in MBSS, FEES, DPNS, Community Re-entry, functional therapy approaches, and cognitive remediation. 

Naomi Garcia, MSW, is a medical social worker at University Medical Center in Tucson. She has been working in the mental health field for over 25 years as a family counselor, school social worker, parent educator and presenter. Naomi is also a parent, and she enjoys sharing her own entertaining stories while providing inspirational and educational lectures.  She has a Bachelor's in Psychology from William Paterson University in New Jersey and a Master's in Social Work from Arizona State University.

Janet Ayers, Ph.D., has been the Director of Clinical Management for the Rehab Without Walls® Home and Community Program for 10 years. During this time she also started Home and Community Programs in Tucson and Albuquerque. The Home and Community model provides functional, community-based rehabilitation for individuals with brain and spinal cord injury. Prior to assuming this position, Dr. Ayers served as the Director of Horizon Academy, a facility which provided rehabilitation, day treatment, alternative school and mental health services for children and adolescents. Trained as a Child Clinical Psychologist, Dr. Ayers’ clinical expertise emphasizes psycho-educational testing and the treatment of inpatient adolescents and sex offenders. Her diverse experience includes varied administrative, marketing and clinical roles in private, community-based and corporate healthcare environments. She received her Ph.D. from the University of Arkansas in 1992.

Amy Heck, M.A., CCC-SLP is a school-based SLP with 10 years of experience working in the public school setting. She is co-owner of TEAM Ed, a company that provides SLPs and Occupational Therapists' services to schools.  Amy is coordinator of the SLPA program at Estrella Community College in Phoenix.  She is also active in the Arizona Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ArSHA) and has served in different Board positions.  Currently, she is the ASHA State Education Advocacy Leader (SEAL).  She serves as a liaison to ArSHA in regard to providing information on national school based issues to the state organization.  Amy has served on Arizona Department of Education and Arizona Department of Health Licensure committees to reform certification and licensure standards.  

Judy Rudebusch, Ed.D., CCC-SLP  is a speech-language pathologist and director for special services in Irving, Texas. She has a keen interest in the application of systems theory and continuous improvement. For over two decades, Judy has applied continuous improvement models to school-based SLP services. She writes and speaks extensively on topics related to school-based SLP services. Judy participates in and provides professional development on a continuous basis. Life long learning is one of her passions. 

Amy Canter, M.S., CCC-SLP obtained her bachelor’s degree in Communication Disorders in 1993 from the University of Texas at Austin and her master’s degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders from the University of Texas at Dallas in 1994. Amy is licensed in Texas and certified by ASHA. She has worked full time since 1994 in a variety of settings including schools, private practice, Early Childhood intervention, and long-term care. During her work with Super Duper® Publications, Amy has given numerous presentations regarding products and assessment materials. 

Svanhildur Svavars Kristjansson, M.S., CCC-SLP received her Master’s degree in Speech language pathology from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. In addition to her work as a speech and language pathologist, her career experience has been as a teacher, special education teacher, Job and Teacher Coach, and a principal at a special school for children with physical handicaps.  Svany’s interest is in the field of autism.  She is a certified trainer in TEACCH (10 years) and STM.  Currently, she divides her professional work between Iceland and Arizona.  In Iceland, she works as a consultant for preschools, special schools, and as a member of a multidisciplinary team at a rehabilitation center for individuals with autism.  Svany is starting special education classrooms for students with autism.  Her private clinic provides assessment and treatment for individuals with autism.  Svany lectures at the University of Iceland and does presentations in Europe, Scandanavia, Iceland, Arizona, and North Carolina.  

Barbara Kiernan received her Ph.D. from The University of Arizona in 1993 in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences.  Her Masters was received from the University of Michigan in 1971 in Spanish Language & Literature and Second Language Acquisition. Her doctoral research focused on facilitating contexts for language acquisition/learning.  As Director of the University of Arizona Child Language Center, Barbara has worked to develop and expand its Wings on Words programs for preschoolers with speech/language disorders. She has also focused on developing training programs for she has also focused on developing training programs for early-childhood educators to help them spot communication problems, make referrals, and facilitate language in their classrooms.  Barbara has extensive experience training university students, teachers, early-childhood providers, and parents in facilitating speech and language development in the childcare setting, community activities, and the home. Training goals typically involve a) creating a successful communication experience for children, and b) supporting and extending therapy objectives beyond the “speech” room. 

Carole Wymer, M.S. CCC-SLP has been a school based speech and language pathologist.  She was an augmentative communication consultant with the Prentke-Romich Company.  Currently, Carole is a clinical assistant professor in the Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at the University of Arizona.

Rohno Geppert, MPA is the Arizona State Licensing Program Manager at the Arizona Department of Health Services.  Rohno received his undergraduate degree in Counseling Psychology from Prescott College in Tucson, Az. and a Master of Public Administration degree from Golden Gate University in San Francisco.  He is currently pursuing postgraduate (doctoral) coursework in Management and Organizational Leadership at the University of Phoenix in Phoenix, Az.

Connie Keintz, Ph.D., CCC-SLP obtained an M.A. from the University of Northern Colorado, and a Ph.D. from the University of Arizona.  Dr. Keintz has worked in numerous medical and educational settings, including serving as supervisor and clinical director of speech services at the University of Wyoming.   She has supervised many students, clinical fellows, and colleagues.  Dr. Keintz has attended many workshops on the topic of supervision.  In addition, she was an active member of the Council of Supervisors in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology and served as the SUPERNET Regional Coordinator for several terms and was the Creator and administrator of a supervision listserv used nationally.   She has presented at numerous state and national conferences on the topic of supervision over the past 15 years.  Dr. Keintz is currently on faculty at Florida Atlantic University. 

Keli Richmond, M.S., CCC-SLP received a  Master of Science Degree from the University of Nevada and is a practicing speech-language pathologist in Indiana specializing in early literacy development.  She has a teaching license as well as degrees in speech-language pathology and audiology with a 

minor degree in special education. Keli received the Indiana Speech-Language-Hearing Association Professional Achievement Award.  The award is based on outstanding professional development and community involvement. With over 12 years experience, Keli began her career in the medical field with an emphasis on neurological disorders.   Currently, Keli is Author/Speaker for Northern Speech Services and is the owner/author of Literacy Speaks!  Literacy Speaks! is a comprehensive program that improves speech intelligibility and language skills while establishing a strong literacy foundation.  Information and general training for orthographic instruction (printed cues) is the focus of Keli’s presentation.  Keli presents Continuing Education Seminars nationwide for Northern Speech Services and presents nationally at Speech-Language-Hearing Conventions and Educator Conferences.  

Mary Alt, Ph.D., CCC-SLP earned her bachelor’s degree in English literature from Oberlin College, and both her Master's and Ph.D. in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences from the University of Arizona.  She is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at the University of Arizona.  She is an Arizona state licensed/ASHA certified speech-language 

pathologist.  Her current NIH-funded research has two main threads:  word learning and language processing in pediatric populations.  She has worked in the public school system 

(pre-K through 6th grade) and as a private practitioner providing home-based 

services to the birth to 5 population. 

Tabitha Parent Buck, Au.D. was appointed as Chair of the Department of Audiology  at A.T. Still University – Arizona School of Health Sciences in July 1999 and holds an associate professorship in the department. Dr. Buck obtained her B.S and M.S. degrees in audiology from Purdue University and her Doctor of Audiology degree from Baylor College of Medicine. She is currently serving as the President of the Academy of Doctors of Audiology (ADA).  She has practiced in a variety of clinical settings and has worked as a sales representative and trainer in the hearing aid industry for AVR Sonovation.  Dr. Parent-Buck has published in the areas of hearing aid technology and otoacoustic emissions. She has conducted numerous presentations on the Au.D. movement, otoacoustic emissions, pharmacology for audiologists, aids.

Les R. Schmeltz, Au.D. is an assistant professor at A. T. Still University, teaching in both the residential and transitional Au.D. programs.  His specialties include educational audiology, EHDI, ethics, pediatric audiology and assistive devices.  He is also a clinical coordinator for student externships outside the Phoenix metro area.  Prior to joining A. T. Still, Dr. Schmeltz was an educational audiologist in Iowa for over 30 years, specializing in children from 0 to 5 years of age.  He has been a strong advocate for early identification of hearing loss since the mid 1970’s and helped establish an early identification program in 1975.  Dr. Schmeltz has been associated with the National Center for Hearing Assessment and Management at Utah State University for more than 15 years and presently serves as a member of the Technical Assistance Network.  He also serves on the Board of Directors of the Educational Audiology Association.  Dr. Schmeltz has written extensively and presented on numerous topics related to EHDI and educational audiology.

Kimberly A. Farinella, Ph.D., CCC-SLP is a speech-language pathologist for Altar Valley School District. She also teaches graduate classes for Northern Arizona University and has a research appointment at the University of Arizona.  She completed her post-doctoral fellowship in the Division of Speech Pathology, Department of Neurology at the Mayo Clinic and her doctoral training at the University of Arizona.  Her research interests include speech motor control and speech disorders of neurogenic origin.

Anna Bzdok, B.S. is an audiology doctoral student at A.T. Stills University in Mesa, Arizona.

Krystal Mann, B.S.  is an audiology doctoral student at A.T. Stills University in Mesa, Arizona.

Emily Nairn, B.S. is an audiology doctoral student at A.T. Stills University in Mesa, Arizona.

Kristina Ormond, B.S. is an audiology doctoral students at A.T. Stills University in Mesa, Arizona.
Melanie Humphrey Moreno, M.S. SLP graduate student/clinician in Speech Pathology at the University of Arizona. Her undergraduate degree is in Molecular and Cellular Biology with a minor in Spanish. Her clinical rotation experiences have been in school, rehab, and community agency settings.

Christina Nicole Meyers, B.S., is a graduate student in Speech Pathology at the University of Arizona and working toward a Ph.D. in Speech and Language.  Her undergraduate degree is in Psychology.  She has conducted research in her undergraduate and graduate programs.
Dr. Kate Leising has 35 years of clinical diagnostic and treatment experience with varied populations specializing in adult neurogenics. 

Currently she is employed at Scottsdale Healthcare as an acute rehab speech therapist, where she mentors clinical fellows and ST interns each semester. She has also taught at the University of Nebraska, taught a hearing impaired classroom, established a private practice, traveled as a PRN therapist, and worked in subacute-acute rehab settings. Prior to moving to Arizona, she was on the Nebraska State Speech Language Association Executive Board for a number of years. She travelled around the United States for Educational Training Concepts, giving seminars on functional treatment for TBI and stroke patients.

Joanne Bauman, Ph.D., NCSP received her Masters degree in Clinical Psychology from Western Michigan University and doctorate in School Psychology from Florida State University.  She has taught at the community college, college and graduate level. Currently, Dr. Bauman is a Professor of Practice with Argosy University in Phoenix, as well as a practicing School Psychologist in the West Valley. Retired after 35 years in public education practicing in many roles including a Special Education Teacher, Director or Programs for the Emotionally Disabled, School Psychologist, Lead Psychologist, and as District Director of Research and Assessment.

